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Return
    CFT Version
 
Acts 17:1-10; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; 
2:17-18; 3:2-8; 4:16-18; 5:27
Based on the NLT (1996)

Acts 17:1-5
Before Paul went to Athens, he and Silas were 
traveling throughout the area near Philippi. 
One day they came to the city of Thessalonica.  
There, Paul told many people, who were 
descendants of Abraham, about Jesus. He 
said, “This Jesus I’m telling you about is the 
Promised Savior*.” Many people believed* his 
words…. But the descendants of Abraham 
were jealous, so they gathered some worthless 
fellows from the streets to form a mob and start 
a riot. They attacked the home of a believer* 
in Jesus, searching for Paul and Silas so they 
could drag them out to the crowd.

Acts 17:6-7
Not finding them there, they dragged out…
some of the other believers instead and took 
them before the city authorities. “Paul and 
Silas have caused trouble all over the world…
and now they are here disturbing our city,” they 
shouted. “One of these men here has allowed 
Paul and Silas to stay in his home.”  

Acts 17:8-10
Although the city was thrown into turmoil 
by these reports…the city authorities finally 
released…these believers…. 

For their protection, that very night the 
believers sent Paul and Silas away….

1 Thessalonians 2:17-18; 3:2, 6-8; 1:1
But Paul never forgot about the believers in 
Thessalonica. In fact, he tried again and 
again to visit them, but he wasn’t able.  So 
later, Paul sent a friend named Timothy to 

encourage the believers in Thessalonica. When 
Timothy returned to Paul and gave a report, 
Paul was overjoyed to learn that these believers 
were continuing to follow Jesus in spite of 
persecution.  So, he decided to write a letter to 
the believers in Thessalonica….a letter from 
himself, Silas and Timothy.  He said.…

1 Thessalonians 1:2
“We always thank God for all of you and pray 
for you constantly.” 

1 Thessalonians 1:6-7, 9-10
“…You received the message about Jesus with 
joy from God’s Spirit* in spite of the severe 
suffering it brought you.… As a result, you…
became an example to all the believers in the 
area. These believers speak of…how you turned 
away from idols to serve the true and living 
God. And they speak of how you are looking 
forward to the coming of God’s Son from 
heaven*—Jesus, whom God raised from the 
dead….”

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18; 5:27
“And when Jesus comes back, he himself will 
come down from heaven with a loud shout…. 
First, all the believers who have died will 
rise…. Then, together with them, we who are 
still alive and remain on the earth will be 
taken up in the clouds to meet Jesus in the air. 
We will be with him forever. So…encourage 
each other with these words. …And read this 
letter to all the other believers....” 
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    Story Crafting
This story is an example of how 
a ‘teaching’ from the Epistles 
may be presented in a story form.  
This story links the teaching 
from 1 Thessalonians with a 
corresponding narrative from the 
book of Acts. 

Much of the end of the story has 
been summarized in order to 
make it easier for the audience 
to remember and retell in story 
form.

‘taken up in the clouds’
Be sure that the audience does 
not think that we will be living 
in the clouds. We simply will be 
meeting Jesus in the air as he 
comes down from heaven, and 
after that we will no longer be 
separated from him, i.e. ‘We will 
be with him forever.’  In other 
parts of the Bible, including in 
Promise of God’s Spirit, the 
imagery of clouds is used when 
the Messiah (‘Promised Savior’) 
comes back; however, we do not 
want to confuse the audience 
with this imagery if it conveys the 
wrong idea.

In order to avoid a 
misunderstanding of the motive 
behind the believers sending 
Paul and Silas away, we have 
included the phrase ‘for their own 
protection.’

 
 

Intra-Story Cohesion
Use the same words or phrases 
you have been using throughout 
the story set for Promised 
Savior, belief/believe, believer, 
God’s Spirit, turned (away) 
from… and heaven.

Continue to use the same words 
or phrases you have been 
using throuout the story set for  
descendants of Abraham.

Church Formation 
Elements to Discuss
Boldness in the face of 
persecution
Leaders encouraging/mentoring 
other leaders
Worship of the one true God




