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Paul’s Vision*  
Acts 14:26-28; 15:36-41; 16:5-15
Based on NLT (1996)

Transition (Based on Acts 14)
Paul and others continued to travel and tell 
about Jesus through the power of God’s Spirit*. 

Acts 14:26-28
Finally, they returned…to Antioch…where 
their journey had begun and where they had 
been entrusted to…God for the work they had 
now completed. When they arrived in Antioch, 
they called the church* together and reported 
about their trip, telling all that God had done….  
And they stayed there with the believers* in 
Antioch for a long time.

Acts 15:36-40                                                
After some time Paul said to Barnabas, “Let’s 
return to each city where we previously spoke 
the Good News about Jesus and see how the 
new believers are getting along.” Barnabas 
agreed….however, Barnabas and Paul 
disagreed strongly over who should join them 
on the trip. Their disagreement over this was so 
sharp that they separated…. Paul chose Silas, 
and the believers sent them off, entrusting 
them to God’s care.  

Acts 15:41; 16:5                                              
So, Paul and Silas traveled from city to city, 
teaching the people in the churches. …The 
churches were strengthened in their belief* 
and grew daily in numbers.

Acts 16:6-7                                                    
…Then God’s Spirit…told them not to go into…
Asia at that time.  They tried to go another 
direction, but again God’s Spirit who was sent 
by Jesus did not let them go. 

 Acts 16:9-12                                                   
That night Paul had a vision*. He saw a man…
pleading with him. The man said, “Come over 
here and help us.” So Paul and Silas left…at 
once…They concluded that God was calling 
them to proclaim the Good News there.

Paul and Silas traveled until they reached 
Philippi, a major city…they stayed there 
several days. 

Acts 16:13-15                                                   
On the day of worship they went a little way 
outside the city to a riverbank, where they 
thought some people met to pray…There they 
found some women who had come together. 
One of them was a woman named Lydia…She 
was a merchant…and worshiper* of God. As 
she listened…God caused her to be receptive, 
and she accepted what Paul was saying.  Lydia 
was baptized* along with other members of 
her household…. “If you consider me a believer 
(NIV),” she said, “come and stay at my home.” 
Paul and Silas accepted.
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Words/Phrases 
to Consider
‘God’s Spirit who was sent by 
Jesus’
The original wording of the 
verse is ‘the Spirit of Jesus.’  It 
is thought that perhaps Paul and 
Silas had a special revelation 
from Jesus or from a prophecy 
expressed specifically ‘in the 
name of Jesus.’  Translator’s 
helps say that it is an acceptable 
rendering to say, ‘God’s Spirit 
who was sent by Jesus.’

‘day of worship’
This is used in place of ‘Sabbath,’ 
as ‘Sabbath’ is not a term familiar 
to many.

‘household’
Referring to Lydia in v. 15, this 
word might include everyone 
who lived in Lydia’s household, 
including servants.  (She may 
not have had a family since she 
is identified as the head of her 
household.) 
 
 

 

Story Crafting
‘Good News about Jesus’
We added ‘about Jesus’ to 
be sure that the audience 
understands what ‘good news’ 
the men are sharing.

‘God’s care’
Because the term ‘grace’ may not 
be understood by non-believers, 
we have changed it to ‘God’s 
care,’ which is one acceptable 
rendering of the term ‘grace’ in 
this context.

Acts 16:9-12  
This passage has been changed 
from first person to third person 
for easier telling.  

‘God caused her to be 
receptive’ 
The term ‘opened her heart’ 
is idiomatic and may not be 
readily understood in the target 
language. This phrase can 
replace that. 

‘baptized’
In this story, the text does not 
give as detailed an explanation 
of baptism as we have seen in 
previous stories.  Therefore, you 
may choose to amplify the reason 
they were baptized to reinforce 
the summarized passage and 
the teachings you have had 
already on baptism.  You could 
say something like, ‘They were 
baptized to show that they 
had turned from their sins and 
believed in Jesus….’

Intra-Story Cohesion
Use the same words or phrases 
you have been using throughout 
the story set for God’s Spirit, 
believers, church, belief, 
vision, worship(er) and baptize.

Use the same words you have 
used in previous stories for 
speaking and proclaim.

 

Worldview
Some cultures may see Lydia’s 
invitation to Paul and Silas as 
inappropriate. If so, you will want 
to word this in the story in such 
a way that shows Lydia was 
performing within her cultural 
norms of hospitality.
 

Church Formation 
Elements to Discuss
Rapid reproduction
Churches planting churches
Man of peace
Interpersonal relationships 
between church planters




