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Paul & Barnabas 
Mistaken for Gods
Acts 14:8-23
Based on NLT (1996) 

Transition (Based on Acts 13)
After Peter was freed from jail, the Good 
News continued to spread, and many people 
became believers*. Barnabas and Paul… 
finished their task to bring famine support 
to Jerusalem, and they returned to Antioch… 
One day as the leaders of the Antioch church* 
were worshiping* God and fasting*, God’s 
Spirit* said, “Appoint Barnabas and Paul 
for the special work I have for them.” So after 
more fasting and prayer, the men laid their 
hands on them and sent them on their way. 
Paul and Barnabas traveled throughout the 
area we now call Turkey, telling people the 
Good News about Jesus. Many people became 
believers, but there were many ‘troublemakers’ 
who were jealous of Paul. They tried to turn 
the people against Paul and his message.

Acts 14:8-10
While they were in a town called Lystra, Paul 
and Barnabas met a man with crippled feet. 
He had been that way from birth, so he had 
never walked. He was sitting and listening as 
Paul was speaking…Looking straight at him, 
Paul…realized he had belief* to be healed. So 
Paul called to him in a loud voice, “Stand up!” 
And the man jumped to his feet and started 
walking.

Acts 14:11-13
When the…crowd saw what Paul had done, 
they shouted in their local dialect, “These 
men are gods in human form!” ...The crowd 
brought bulls and wreaths of flowers, and they 
prepared to offer sacrifices to them….

Acts 14:14-15, 18
But when Barnabas and Paul understood what 
was happening, they tore their clothing in 
dismay and ran out among the people, shouting, 
“Friends, why are you doing this? We are…
human beings—just like you! We have come to 
bring you the Good News that you should turn 
from these worthless things and turn to the 
living God, who made the sky and the earth, 
the sea, and everything in them...But even 
with these words, Paul and Barnabas could 
scarcely restrain the people from sacrificing to 
them.

Acts 14:19-20
Then some troublemakers arrived from some 
other places Paul and Barnabas had visited 
and convinced the crowds to kill Paul by 
throwing stones at him…then they dragged 
him out of the city, thinking he was dead. But 
as the believers gathered around him, he got 
up and went back into the city. The next day he 
left with Barnabas for the next city.

Acts 14:21-23
After proclaiming the Good News in the next 
city...Paul and Barnabas returned to the cities 
they had visited. There, they strengthened the 
believers. They encouraged them to continue 
in their belief, reminding them that we must 
suffer many hardships before God will rule over 
us forever. Paul and Barnabas also appointed 
leaders in every church…With prayer and 
fasting, they entrusted the leaders to the care 
of Jesus, in whom they had believed*.
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Words/Phrases 
to Consider
Fasting*
Fasting refers to going without 
food in order to worship God 
or as part of one’s worship to 
God. Although many religions 
practice this, you may find that 
the word refers only to fasting for 
a particular god or in a particular 
religion. If that is the case, you 
may need to explain the concept 
in the story rather than use a 
specific term.

‘gods’
If there is a different term that 
refers only to the one true God, 
do not use that term here. Use a 
term that refers to lesser gods. 

 
 

Story Crafting 
Transition
This story’s transition 
includes Paul and Barnabas’ 
commissioning from the Antioch 
church. The commissioning story 
by itself is very short. You may 
make it a separate story if you 
would like.

‘tore their clothing in dismay’
If the idea of tearing clothing 
is distracting to the audience 
because it is not done in their 
culture to show dismay, you could 
just say, ‘they were dismayed and 
ran out.’

‘worthless things’
These refer to the false gods 
and idols that the people were 
worshiping. ‘Worthless’ refers to 
the fact that these things are not 
helpful to them. You may need to 
make this phrase more specific 
and say something like, ‘turn 
away from the things you are now 
worshiping which don’t help you 
at all.’

‘proclaiming’
We have chosen to use the 
word ‘proclaiming’ in place of 
‘preaching’ in the last paragraph 
of the story because it more 
closely resembles what the 
original word in the text means.

‘we must suffer many 
hardships before God will rule 
over us forever’
This statement refers to the 
fact that often believers will 
be persecuted in this world. 
However, be sure that your 
audience does not think that it is 
necessary that we suffer in order 
for us to enter God’s kingdom.

 

 
 

Intra-Story Cohesion
Use the same words or 
phrases you have been using 
throughout the story set for 
believers, Jerusalem, church, 
worship(ing), God’s Spirit, 
belief/believe and turn from…
turn to…

Use the same word you have 
been using throughout the story 
set for speaking in order to 
avoid using churchy or religious 
terms such as ‘preaching.’

Use the same term for throwing 
stones or ‘stoning’ that you 
used in Paul Meets Jesus and 
Stephen Is Arrested and Stoned.

 

Worldview
‘prepared to offer sacrifices to 
them’
The idea of sacrifice might be 
problematic in your language or 
culture. If people are offended 
at the idea of killing an animal 
for these men, or if they do not 
really understand that killing an 
animal was a form of worship, 
you can change this phrase to 
‘prepared to worship them like a 
god.’
 

Church Formation 
Elements to Discuss
Worship
Healthy churches
Boldness in the face of 
persecution
Abundant gospel sowing
Prayer/fasting
Identifiable leadership




