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Peter Meets 
Cornelius 
Acts 10:24-48; 11:1-4, 18
Based on NLT (1996)

Acts 10:24-27                                              
Peter, Cornelius’ men, and the believers* 
accompanying the group arrived at the house 
of Cornelius the following day. Cornelius was 
waiting for him and had called together his 
relatives and close friends to meet Peter. 

As Peter entered his home, Cornelius fell to the 
floor before him in worship*. But Peter pulled 
him up and said, “Stand up! I’m a human being 
like you!” So Cornelius got up, and they talked 
together and went inside where the others 
were….  

Acts 10:28-33                                                 
Peter told them, “You know it is against my 
religious laws for me to come into a…home of 
someone not of Abraham’s descendants like 
this. But God has shown me that I should 
never think of anyone as impure. So I came as 
soon as I was sent for. Now tell me why you 
sent for me.”

Cornelius replied, “Four days ago I was 
praying in my house…. Suddenly, a man in 
dazzling clothes was standing in front of me. 
He told me, ‘Cornelius, your prayers have been 
heard….’  As he instructed I sent for you at 
once…. Now here we are, waiting…to hear the 
message God has given you.”

Acts 10:34-43, 44, 46-48                                     
Then Peter replied, “I see very clearly that 
God doesn’t show partiality. In every nation 
he accepts those who fear him and do what 
is right.” Peter went on to tell them the Good 
News of Jesus, how all who believe* in Jesus 
would have their sins* forgiven*.

Even as Peter was saying these things, God’s 
Spirit* filled those who…heard the message.   
…They praised God…and were baptized* 
(to show they had turned from their sins and 
turned to God through their belief* in Jesus).  

Afterward Cornelius asked Peter to stay with 
them for several days.
 
Acts 11:1-4, 18                                              
Soon the news reached the Twelve* and other 
believers…that those not from Abraham’s 
descendants had received the message 
from God. But when Peter arrived back in 
Jerusalem, some of the…believers criticized 
him. “You entered the home of someone who 
is not of Abraham’s descendants and even ate 
with them!” they said. Then Peter told them 
exactly what had happened.

When the others heard Peter’s explanation, all 
their objections were answered and they began 
praising God. They said, “God has…given to 
everyone the privilege of turning from sin and 
receiving eternal life*.”
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Words/Phrases 
to Consider
‘impure’
You also can translate this as ‘not 
acceptable to God’ if your culture 
does not have a concept of ritual 
impurity.

‘fear him’
Some translations say ‘worship 
him.’

‘message from God’
The original ‘Word of God’ refers 
to God’s message and can be 
translated as such if ‘Word of 
God’ is not a common figure of 
speech in your language.

Eternal Life*
‘Eternal life’ in the New 
Testament has two aspects: life 
that never ends and a quality of 
life beginning when someone 
allows God to rule his life. Some 
options for conveying the two-fold 
meaning of this phrase include 
‘real life that never ends’ and 
‘new life that never ends.’ Or, if 
your language does not have 
a noun for ‘life,’ 1) ‘really live 
unendingly because of him’ or 
2) ‘he will cause such people to 
never come to the end of real 
living.’

 

Story Crafting
‘a man in dazzling clothes’
This refers to an angel. You 
can make that explicit here if 
necessary.

Within many of the Acts 
narratives are non-narrative 
messages. Peter actually gives 
many messages in Acts. These 
portions can be difficult to retell 
in a story. In this case, Acts 
10:36-43, the message was 
summarized in one line.  

‘(to show they had turned from 
their sins and turned to God 
through their belief in Jesus)’
We have chosen to include that 
Cornelius and his family were 
baptized ‘to show they had turned 
from their sins and turned to God 
through their belief in Jesus’ so 
that we can reinforce the reason 
for baptism.

In crafting a story, you have to 
make decisions about use of 
repetition. In this passage, Acts 
11:5-17, the vision is repeated, 
but this story was crafted without 
repeating the vision.  

‘the Twelve’
Although Peter is not with ‘the 
Twelve’ when the term is used 
in this story, therefore making it 
only ‘eleven’ closest followers of 
Jesus, we can use the term ‘the 
Twelve’ as a kind of title if it is not 
confusing to the audience. If it is 
confusing to the audience, then 
you can choose to use another 
title, such as, ‘closest followers 
of Jesus’ or whatever name you 
have been using for this group 
of people. Whatever term you 
choose to use, it is best to be 
consistent throughout the story 
set so that you avoid confusion 
with your listeners.

 

Intra-Story Cohesion
Use the same words or phrases 
you have been using throughout 
the story set for believers, 
worship, belief/believe, sins, 
forgiven, God’s Spirit, praised, 
baptized, turned from…turned 
to…, closest followers/the 
Twelve and Jerusalem.

Continue to use the terms 
descendants of Abraham and 
not of the descendants of 
Abraham consistently throughout 
the story set. You will want to be 
consistent with the terms you 
used in the initial S-T4T story set. 
You may choose to use whatever 
terms you like that set these two 
groups apart.  

 

Church Formation 
Elements to Discuss
Man of peace
Remaining in community/culture
Dreams/visions
 

 




