
98

Peter and 
Cornelius 
Acts 10:1-23; 11:14
Based on NLT (1996) 

Transition (Based on Acts 9)
While God was preparing Paul to bring the 
Good News about Jesus to those who were 
not the descendants of Abraham, he was also 
preparing these ‘foreigners’ to believe* in Jesus 
and receive His Spirit*. 

Acts 10:1-6                                                   
…There was an…army officer named 
Cornelius, who was not one of the descendants 
of Abraham. But nevertheless he was a…man 
who tried to please God and…regularly prayed 
to him. One afternoon…he had a vision* in 
which he saw an angel* of God coming toward 
him. “Cornelius!” the angel said.                                                    

Cornelius stared at him in terror. “What is it, 
sir?” he asked the angel.                                                                                      

And the angel replied, “God has heard your 
prayers and seen your gifts to the poor! Now 
send some men…to find a man named…Peter. 
He is staying…in another city in a house near 
the shore. Ask him to come and visit you.”

Acts 10:7-8                                                      
As soon as the angel was gone, Cornelius called 
some personal attendants. He told them what 
had happened and sent them off to find Peter.
 
Acts 10:9-16                                                       
The next day as Cornelius’s messengers were 
nearing the city, Peter went up to the flat roof 
to pray. It was about noon, and he was hungry. 

But while lunch was being prepared, he had a 
vision. He saw the sky open, and something like 
a large sheet was let down by its four corners. 
In the sheet were all sorts of animals, reptiles, 
and birds (all animals that were forbidden by 
his religious laws). Then a voice said to him, 
“Get up, Peter; kill and eat them.”          

“Never, Master*,” Peter declared. “I have never 
in all my life eaten anything forbidden by our 
religious laws.”                           

God said, “If God says something is acceptable, 
don’t say it isn’t.” The same vision was repeated 
three times. Then the sheet was pulled up 
again to heaven*.

Acts 10:17, 19-22                                               
Peter was very confused. What could the vision 
mean? Just then the men sent by Cornelius 
found Peter’s house and stood outside at the 
gate. Meanwhile, as Peter was wondering 
about the vision, the Spirit of God said to 
him, “Three men have come looking for you. 
Go down and go with them without hesitation. 
All is well, for I have sent them.” So Peter met 
them and asked why they had come.     

They said, “We were sent by Cornelius…to 
invite you to his house to give him a message 
about how to be saved” (Acts 11:14).

Acts 10:23                                                                 
…The next day Peter and some other believers* 
traveled with them to the city where Cornelius 
lived.   
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Words/Phrases 
to Consider
‘He saw the sky open’
In Greek, and also other 
languages, there is one word that 
may refer either to ‘heaven,’ God’s 
special dwelling place or to the 
‘sky.’ Either meaning fits here. If the 
national language Bible translation 
uses the word ‘sky,’ you could 
say that Peter saw an opening in 
the clouds or in the sky.

Story Crafting
‘who was not one of the 
descendants of Abraham’
Because Rome has not been 
introduced in this story set, we 
have described Cornelius as a 
man ‘who was not one of the 
descendants of Abraham’ in order 
to set him apart as someone 
who was not originally a member 
of ‘God’s people.’ Without that, 
Peter’s vision does not make 
sense to the audience.

‘tried to please God and…
regularly prayed to him.’
Because ‘devout’ and ‘God-
fearing’ may not translate easily, 
we have simplified these phrases. 

‘sir’
This word does not refer to 
deity, although Cornelius does 
recognize that this messenger 
comes from God. You may 
use a polite term of address in 
your language or leave this out 
completely.

Peter
We have simplified Simon 
Peter’s name to ‘Peter’ to prevent 
confusion.

In this story Peter is staying with 
a tanner or leather worker, a man 
considered unclean because of 
his profession. Depending on 
your audience, you may want to 
include this in your story to show 
inclusion of all people in His plan 
(Acts 10:6).

‘(all animals that were 
forbidden by his religious 
laws)’
This is stated in v. 14 but may 
be added here to explain the 
significance of the vision.

‘Go down and go with them 
without hesitation. All is well, 
for I have sent them.’
Be sure to put phrases like this in 
more natural English, e.g. ‘Hurry 
down and go with them. Don’t 
worry, I sent them’ (CEV).

‘to give him a message about 
how to be saved’
This is included in the story 
because it can be implied from 
Acts 11:14 and adds clarity to the 
reason that Cornelius sent for 
Peter and the reason that Peter 
went to see him.

We have avoided using too many 
place names in this story in order 
to make it easier to remember.

Intra-Story Cohesion
Use the same words or phrases 
you have been using throughout 
the story set for believe, Spirit/
God’s Spirit, vision, angel, 
heaven, save(d) and believers.

Continue to use the same term 
you have been using to describe 
Gentiles, i.e. not descendants 
of Abraham.

Use the same term for Master 
that you used in Peter’s Sermon 
and Paul Meets Jesus.

If you have found that you need 
to expound upon from what 
people are being saved, be sure 
you are consistently using this in 
each reference to save/saved/
saving.

Church Formation 
Elements to Discuss
Man of peace
Home cell churches
Rapid reproduction
Visions/dreams
The work of God’s Spirit
The gospel for ALL people




