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Ananias 
Obeys God 
Acts 9:17-31
Based on NLT (1996)

Acts 9:17-18                                                    
So (just as God told him) Ananias went and 
found Paul. He laid his hands on him and said, 
“…Brother Paul…Jesus, who appeared to you 
on the road, has sent me so that you may get 
your sight back and be filled with God’s Spirit*.” 
Instantly something like scales fell from Paul’s 
eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he got up 
and was baptized*.
  
Acts 9:19-21                                                   
…Paul stayed with the believers* in the city for 
a few days. …Immediately he began speaking 
about Jesus…saying, “He is indeed the Son of 
God!” All who heard him were amazed. “Isn’t 
this the same man who persecuted the believers…
in Jerusalem?” they asked.…

Acts 9:22-25                                                 
Paul’s speaking became more and more 
powerful…Paul insisted that Jesus was indeed 
the Promised Savior*. After a while the religious 
leaders* decided to kill him. But Paul was told…
that they were watching for him day and night 
at the city gate so they could murder him. So 
during the night, some of the other believers let 
him down in a large basket through an opening 
in the city wall.

 
Acts 9:26-27                                                
When Paul arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to 
meet with the believers, but they were all afraid 
of him. They thought he was only pretending to 
be a believer! Then Barnabas brought him to the 
Twelve* and told them how Paul had seen Jesus 
on the way to the other city. Barnabas also told 
them what Jesus had said to Paul and how he 
boldly spoke in the name of Jesus in that city. 

Acts 9:28-30                                                  
Then the Twelve accepted Paul, and after that he 
was constantly with them in Jerusalem, speaking 
boldly in the name of Jesus. Some men he 
debated with…plotted to murder him. So, when 
the believers heard about it…they…sent him 
away to his hometown….

Acts 9:31                                                        
The church* then had peace throughout the 
region, and it grew in strength and numbers.…
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Words/Phrases 
to Consider
‘scales’
This describes something like fish 
scales or flakes of skin. You could 
say, ‘Instantly…he regained his 
sight.’

‘spoke in the name of Jesus’
If this phrase is difficult for your 
hearers, you may phrase it like 
the CEV: ‘told everyone about 
Jesus.’

Story Crafting
‘(just as God told him)’
This phrase connects to the 
previous story. 

Barnabas 
Barnabas is mentioned abruptly 
in this story. You may need to 
use some sort of appositional 
reference to help the audience, 
e.g. ‘Barnabas, who had donated 
his field to the church in an earlier 
story…’ (see The Lying Couple).

Brother is a courteous way 
to address Paul, and it means 
that Ananias saw him as a 
fellow-believer in Jesus. Use a 
culturally appropriate courteous 
form of address for fellow 
believers or fellow members of a 
group.

 

Intra-Story Cohesion
Use the same words or phrases 
you have been using throughout 
the story set for God’s Spirit, 
baptize, believers, persecute, 
Jerusalem, Promised One/
Savior, religious leaders, 
closest followers/the Twelve, 
preach/teach and church.

Express filled with God’s Spirit 
and in the name of Jesus in the 
same way that you have been 
expressing these in the previous 
stories.

In African we introduced the 
phrase Son of God. Use the 
same phrase here, being careful 
to use words that make it clear 
this phrase refers to the special 
relationship between God and 
Jesus.

Continue to use the same words 
you have been using throughout 
the story set for speaking and 
spoke.

  

Church Formation 
Elements to Discuss
Abundant evangelism
Boldness in persecution
Intentional planting of multiplying 
churches

 




